WOMONSPACE 


our voice in the lesbian community 


Womonspace is a social, recreational, 
and educational organization for the lesbian 
community of Edmonton and area. 
Womonspace was formed a number of years 
ago by a few womyn who saw a need in the 
lesbian community of Edmonton. Part of the 
vision of the original founding members was 
to form an alternative to the gay bars and 
clubs. Out of this vision evolved our monthly 
dances, the newsletter, and our Thursday 
night drop-ins. The members of 
Womonspace have asked for and organized 
workshops of interest to lesbians, car rallies, 
ski trips, camping trips and a library geared 
for us. Womonspace has provided a more 
creative environment for the womyn to get 
together and for them to learn to work 
together and support each other. Every single 
activity is done by volunteers. The drop-ins 
are hosted by volunteers and everyone who 
works at our dances is a volunteer. OUR 
society, OUR organization: it’s whatever we 
want to put into it. It’s womyn supporting 
womyn, taking care of each other and our- 
selves; and creating a better environment for 
our sisters coming out behind us. 

Our address is: Basement, 9930 - 106 
Street. Our phone number is 425-0511. If 
you have any questions or comments, please 
give us a Call. We would like to hear from 
you! 


Cover 


Photograph by K. Haring 
Reprinted from The Advocate 
August, 1990 Issue. 
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Newsletter 
Locations 


AIDS Network of Edmonton Society 
2nd floor, 10704 - 108 Street 


Common. Woman Books 
8724 - 109 Street 


Greenwood’s Bookshoppe Ltd., 
10355 Whyte Avenue 


Gay and Lesbian Community Centre, 
9917 - 112 Street 


The Roost, 
10345 - 104 Street 


Women’s Resource Centre, 
University of Alberta 
11019 - 90 Avenue 


Womonspace Office 
Basement, 9930 - 106 Street 


Womonspace News is published monthly by 
Womonspace Social, Recreational and Educa- 
tional Society of Edmonton. Womonspace is a 
non-profit organization for lesbians in Edmonton 
and surrounding areas. 

Please note that in order to respect the con- 
fidentiality of some individuals and / or groups, 
this newsletter will not be publishing last names, 
or complete names, depending on the situations. 

Also, depending on available space, 
Womonspace may have to edit articles that are 
received for this newsletter. 


National Coming 
Out Day Events 


Oct. 11 
Oct 13 


Oct. 13 


Official National Coming Out Day 


Saturday Noon: Kiss-In and Rally at 
City Hall or the Legislature 

This special event, organized by Out- 
rage Canada, gives all gay womyn 
and men the opportunity to come out 
publicly, or to just show their support 
by attending the Kiss-In and Rally. it 
Starts at noon! 


Saturday Evening: Wiener Roast 

To finish off the day’s celebration 
there will be a wiener roast held at 
Emily Murphy Park from 7:00 - 10:00 
p.m. Everyone is welcome! 
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ALL RIGHT! OUT OF THE CLOSET! 
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Fditorial 


Come Out, Come Out, 
Wherever You Ares 


October 11 1990 marks the third annual 
National Coming Out Day in the United 
States, which in turn commemorates the na- 
tional March on Washington for Lesbian and 
Gay Rights. This year, we in Canada 
celebrate also. 

It’s been nearly two months since 
Celebration ‘90 in Vancouver gave us the 
thrills of seeing thousands of gay womyn 
and men in one place; for many of us, our 
lives are forever changed. National Coming 
Out Day is another opportunity for us to 
celebrate our pride and power, to take 
another bold (or tentative) step out of our 
closets, and to show the world that we mat- 
ter. On October 11, 1990, you can come out 
publicly at the Kiss-In Rally, you can show 
your support by attending the rally, or you 
can mark the event by coming-out to just 
one person, be it your neighbour, your 
parent(s), your child, or your boss. Of 
course, you could run down WEM scream- 
ing “I’m a lesbian, I’m a L-E-S-B-I-A-N!”, but 
even | probably won’t do that. By coming 
out, we accept ourselves as lesbians and 
work to dispel myths about us in the straight 
world. By staying silent we allow them to 
keep on oppressing us and denying our 
rights and even our existence. Take the time 
to mark the day somehow, whether big or 
small, and remember that silence really does 
equal death. 

Debbie N. 
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international 


Lesbian Week 1990 
October 29 =- November 4 


Pre-Event: 


Oct. 26: Halloween and ILW kick-off dance at 
Bonnie Doon Hall (9240 - 93 Street) 
sponsored by GLCCE and GALOC, and 
supported by Womonspace. Dress-up 
and celebrate, and be on the look-out 
for the Dykey Dental Dance. 

Oct. 29: Information table on lesbian issues at 
the U of A 

Oct. 30: Catch “The Virgin Machine” atthe Prin- 
cess Theatre, 9:30 p.m. billed as a “les- 
bian cult classic”, this film premiered 
earlier this summer NOTE: This is not 
an official: ILW event. 


Oct. 31: Happy Halloween 


Nov. 1: Lesbians and Disability workshop. 
Time and location TBA. Call the 
Womonspace line for more informa- 
tion — 425-0511 

Nov. 2; Betsy Warland reads at Common 
Woman Books, 8724 - 109 Street, at 

7:00 p.m. 

Nov. 3: “That Damn Latex” — a lesbian safer 
sex workshop designed to examine, ex- 
plore and eroticize lesbian sexuality 
safely and creatively. 1 - 5 p.m. at the 
Lesbian Community Centre 9917 - 112 
Street. 

Nov. 4: Lesbian Variety Night and Coffeehouse 


at Riverdale Hall, 9231 - 100 Avenue.: 


Doors open at 7:00 p.m. womyn’s 
music by local musicians, and other 
exciting, surprising entertainment. 
Come out and find out. 

All events sponsored by Womonspace 
and GALOC, with the support of Com- 
mon Woman Books, GLCCE, DAWN 
(Disabled Women’s network), and the 
AIDS Network of Edmonton Society. 


Call Debbie at 433-4650 for more information. 
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September 
General Meeting 


Sandi S. moved that two members have their 
membership fees waived. Candy seconded the mo- 
tion. Carried. 

Jacquie moved that the women who showed up 
for the August picnics that were cancelled be given 
a free pass for the October dance. They are to give 
their names to Sandi or leave their names on the 
answering machine, and the pass will be mailed to 
them. Seconded by Sandi. Motion Carried. 

Jacquie moved that we pay Angela B. 
$25.00/hr. for dance lessons for the first hour of the 
September and October dances. Seconded by 
Agathe. Motion carried. 

Debbie N. moved that Womonspace lend 
G.A.L.O.C. the sum of $650.00, to be returned 
within 14 days of Oct 29/1990. The money is to be 
used as seed money for a dance. Sandi seconded 
the motion. Motion carried. — 

Janet C. moved that the proposal for cancella- 
tion of Womonspace activities be accepted as writ- 
ten. Seconded by Debbie N. Motion carried. 
(Contact the secretary if you with to read the 
proposal.) 

Barb L. moved that, if Café Ivana will not donate 
2 $30.00 dinner certificates as prizes for the 
newsletter contest in September, Womonspace pay 
for them. Seconded by Sandi. Motion carried. 

Jacquie B. moved that Agathe G. be paid 
$125.00 to co-ordinate the September dance. Barb 
moved that the motion be amended to read 
$100.00. Debbie N. seconded the amendment. 
Amendment carried. Motion as amended carried. 

Barb moved that we pay dance coordinators 
$75.00 for co-sponsored dances & $125.00 for non 
co-sponsored dances. Debbie S. seconded the mo- 
tion. Motion carried, with three opposed. 

Sandi S. moved that we rescind the earlier motion 
that Womonspace pay Agathe G. $100.00 for coor- 
dinating the September dance. Motion carried. 

The following nominations were accepted for 
Board positions: Lynn R. - president, Jacquie B. - 
activities, Debbie N. - PR, Sandi S. - membership. 
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Creative Comer 


Nor Malles Bians Book Review 
ea ere LESBIAN ETIQUETTE: 

AIS ASSURING Humorous essays by 
rearet heyfo und Gall Sausser | 
theyli veand brea A must for all readers (read parts to my Mom 
thea shumans doyes — she roared). this book touches on several 
nor malles bians aspects of lesbian life including a chapter on “My 


Bunny Mug” as well as “The Crush”. One of my 


li vethe sa favourite quotes comes from “A Lesbian 
meas anyo nebu Household’: 
twe dono tse “No group house escapes the dishes piled in 


dangerously tottering masses, while everyone 

ebec cae theya denies having dirtied them. But we have hitch a 
rein visib leton solution. If the house gets too dirty, we throw a 
oton lyus butto party. Everyone becomes motivated to vacuum, 
soci etyan dals wash dishes and scrub sinks so others don’t think 
we are slobs.” 


otot hemse Ives 


ALWE | 
cjb rial hak la an Eig goer: 


We Need Your 
Creative Inpuf! 


Womonspace is always looking for original 
works of poetry, book or movie reviews, letters 
of opinion, and drawings. 

Please mail or drop off submissions at the 
Womyn’s Building. items can also be submitted 
at the General Meetings. 
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Womonspace Activities 


General Meeting 


The General Meetings are held on the 
second Tuesday of every month at the 
Women’s Building (Basement, 9930 - 106 
Street), at 7:30 p.m. Both members and non- 
members are welcome to attend. 

Our next meeting is on October 9, 1990 
and the following one is on November 13. 


Board Meeting 


Board Meetings are held on the first 
Thursday of every month at the Women’s 
Building. Please let a Board Member know 
if you are planning to attend. 

Our next meeting is on October 4, 1990 
and the following one is on November 8. 


Wiener Roast 


Come out to the Wiener Roast on Saturday 
October 13 from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. It will 
take place at Emily Murphy Park. Hope to see 
you there after the Kiss-In Rally during the day! 


* 


Cards/Games Night 


The fourth Friday of every month, 
Womonspace holds a card and games night - 
from 7:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. at Paul Kane 
House (10220 - 121 Street). Come out and 
join us. Refreshments are available. 

The next card night is October 26, and 
the following one is on November 23, 1990. 


Lesbian Drop-in 


The second Thursday of every month, 
Womonspace holds a regular social from 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., at the Women’s 
Building in the main meeting room. Join us 
for a relaxed evening of coffee and conver- 
sation. All are welcome! 

The next drop-in is on Thursday, October 
11, followed by another on November 8. 


OOPS? 


We are truly sorry to those of you who 
showed up for dance lessons last month, 
only to be disappointed. Take heart: the 
dance lessons will take place on October 20 
from 8:00 - 9:00 p.m. — same time, same 
place. So hang on to your dancin’ shoes and 
phone the Womonspace line for updates. 
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PRAME OF “iiIND 


THREE SISTERS 


by Maurade Baynton 
Ottewell Shopping Centre 
Eimonta 
465-0534 | 


Parent Support Group 


A parents and Friends of Lesbians and 
Gays (P-Flag) group has been formed in Ed- 
monton. The group meets over muffins and 
coffee on the second Saturday of each month 
at the Gay and Lesbian Community Centre 
(9917 - 112 Street). The group’s goal is “to 
reach out to any parents who are feeling 
isolated, alone, angry, or confused”. P-Flag 
encourages all gays and lesbians to teil their 
parents about the group. For more informa- 
tion, call GLCCE: 488-3234. 


in-Sight Film Festival 


A Women’s Film festival will be held in 
Edmonton on October 19 - 21. A number of 
Canadian and Australian lesbian films will 
be featured. Tickets available at BASS, Com- 
mon Woman Books, and the Bagel Tree. For 
more information, call 448-0730 
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Lookin or a 
poking Teh 


Gay female looking for same to share 
1/2 duplex in West End — $200.00 
DD, $312.00 Rent + 1/2 utilities. Avail- 
able now. Call Cindy at 489-8407 


Faunting it 


GALA is planning a symposium called 
“Flaunting It— A Question of Gays/Lesbians 
and Human Rights”. it is taking place from 
November 30 to December 1, 1990 at the 
Edmonton Inn. Scheduled speakers include 
Shelagh Day, Svend Robinson, and Fil 
Fraser. 


Aunt Willma’s 


More than Art Food 
You Party — We Cater 


Custom Floral Designs 


Caterer for Womonspace Dances 


We Create Events 


W.J. Thompson — 474-7328 
| #204, 5316 - 118 Ave. Edmonton AB TSC 1C4 
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WOMONSPACE 


DANCE 


October 20, 1990 


at the Bonnie Doon Hall 
9240 - 93 Street 
8:00 P.M. to 1:00 A.M. 


FREE DANCE LESSONS: 8:00 P.M. to 9:00 P.M. 


Admission: Members - $4, Non-Members - $7” 


Credits 
Lynn R., Claire, Barb L., Sandi S., Sue J., Debbie N., Wray D. 
Please Note: Articles published in Womonspace News do not 
necessarily reflect the policies and opinions of Womonspace. 
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IN-SIGHT 90 


A FESTIVAL OF WOMEN’S 
FILM & VIDEO 
OCTOBER 19-21 


WOMEN LOVING FILM 


In-Sight 90: A Festival of Women’s Film and Video 


Enjoy the special perspective women bring to filmmaking. In-Sight is dedicated to 
works which reveal the lives and interests of women from all backgrounds and this 
year Australian film and video is highlighted. In-Sight runs October 19-21. 


FILMS AND VIDEOS WITH LESBIAN CONTENT AT IN-SIGHT: 


Life on Earth as I Know It - Kate and Lois find love in the midst of an Australian 
slum. A quirky love story. 10 min. Fri., Oct. 19, 8:00, 
Provincial Museum 
Proximity - A gorgeous woman meets your glance. What might happen next? Shot 
in Edmonton. 5 min. Sat., Oct. 20, 5:00, NFB Theatre 
Le Film de Justine - After breaking up with her lover, a young woman undertakes a 
cure ... for love. Justine’s Film captivates with its poetry and 
humour. 45 min. Sun., Oct. 21, 1:00, NFB 
Exposure - Part of the acclaimed collection Five Feminist Minutes, Exposure focuses 
on women who have been marginalized by homophobia and racism. 7 
min. Sun., Oct. 21, 5:00, Zeidler 
On Guard - Four women conspire to sabotage UTERO, a multinational firm engaged 
in reproductive engineering. A funny, fast-paced thriller with a feminist 
twist. 51 min. Sun., Oct. 21, 5:00, NFB 
Company of Strangers - Seven older women, including a literary lesbian, are 
stranded in the Quebec countryside. Left with only their 
wits, memories, and eventually some roasted frog, these 
wildly different women begin to interact. 90 min. Sun., Oct. 
21, 7:00, Zeidler 


FESTIVAL LOCATIONS 


Friday Night Gala — Provincial Museum 
Workshops and screenings — NFB Theatre (Canada Place) and Citadel Theatre 


TICKET INFORMATION 


Friday Night Gala — $10 regular/$5 low income 
Weekend Pass — $30/$15 
2 Hour Session of Films — $5 


AVAILABLE AT: 
BASS » Citadel box office » Common Woman Books — 8724-109 Street 
Bagel Tree — 10347-82 Avenue 


CALL 448-0730 FOR MORE INFORMATION 
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